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THANK YOU  

to all our sponsors for your continued support of  

Healing the Children New Jersey and our mission. 
 

GOLD: 

PediatriCare Associates 

University Children’s Eye Center 
 

SILVER: 

Englewood Health 

Hackensack Meridian Children’s Health 

Professional Anesthesia Services of North America 

Rise Private Wealth Management 

 

BRONZE: 

Brach Eichler, LLC 

Columbia Bank Foundation 

Gregg & Deborah Lobel 

Rainbow Montessori  

Saint Peter’s Healthcare System    

 

Gold Ticket Donors: 

Bettina Daly & Donald Strangfeld *  Debbie Harmady  * Jose Lopes            

Shelley Quintano  *  Regina & Ted Williams   *  Donglei Yan                        

Dr. Richard Schlussel 

                                                                                          

 



 

Debra Dunn, RN, CNOR 

   Jhansi Chowdary Nurse of  the 

Year Award 

CELEBRATING OUR HONOREES 

Don Connell, CRNA & 

Peggy Connell, RN 

Sue Tiger Memorial Award 

Mark J. Engel, MD & 

Isabel Kentengian PhD 

      The Partnership in Caring 
Award        

 

PROGRAM EVENTS 

12:30 PM—Cocktail reception and silent auction  

1:30pm—luncheon and awards 

3pm—silent auction closes 

3:30—closing remarks 



BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 
Jeffrey Bienstock, MD, FAAP   

 President & Medical Director 

 

Debra Dunn, MSN, MBA, RN, CNOR 

Vice President 
 

John F. Levy 
Treasurer 

 
Edward J. Yun, Esq. 

Secretary 
 

Joseph Charleman, DBA, CST, CSFA, LPN 

Maria Colon-Bloschock, MSN, RNFA, RN, CNOR 

Joseph D’Amico, PhD, CRNA, APN 

J. Mark Engel, MD 

Gregg Lobel, MD, FASA, FAAP 

Edward Nieuwenhuis, Jr., DPM, FACFS 

Ed Romaine 

Ted Williams 

 

Trustees Emeriti 

Diane Calesnick, CRNA 

Francis B. Light, MD 

Joanne Wilkinson, RN, BSN, CNOR 



MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Jeffrey Bienstock, MD 

I appreciate each of our attendees, sponsors, donors, and volunteers giving 
up a Sunday afternoon spent with your favorite sports team and celebrat-
ing with Healing the Children New Jersey as we have the opportunity to 
be together once again as a group. 
 

By providing access to quality medical care through our three unique pro-
grams: Medical Teams Abroad, International Inbound and Domestic Aid, 
we are changing lives. 

I welcome each of you today to our Health & Hope Celebration. 

Let’s face it, the last four-and-a-half years have been very difficult for    
everyone.  The COVID Pandemic changed the way we live as a society.  
HTCNJ was unable to travel abroad for almost three years, and our fund-
raising opportunities diminished drastically.  During this time, HTCNJ 
was able to pivot and persevere through some very challenging emotional 
and financial times. 

We have now started to focus once again on our Medical Teams Abroad 
Program.  We visited La Romana, Dominican Republic in October, 2023 
and again in September, 2024, as well as Arequipa, Peru in April, 2024.  In 
addition, we have two trips planned for early 2025; Santo Domingo, Do-
minican Republic and Arequipa, Peru.   

As you are aware, HTCNJ is supported completely by your donations and 
today you came to celebrate with 
us.  I want to thank Tricia 
McNamara, our Executive Direc-
tor, as well as Denise Malsky and 
Tiffany Patino, our office staff for 
helping with our celebration today 
and for continuing our mission to 
provide access to quality medical 
care and related services to chil-
dren in need around the world.  

I want to extend heartfelt congrat-
ulations to the honorees, all of 
whom are long-time volunteers ad 
supporters of HTCNJ. 

Thank you for your support and for joining us this afternoon. 



 

 



Professional Anesthesia Services 

of North America 

wishes to congratulate the 2024                                     

Healing the Children New Jersey 

Honorees; 

Don Connell, CRNA & Peggy Connell, RN 

Debra Dunn, RN 

and 

Mark J. Engel, MD & Isabel Kentengian, PhD 





 

CONGRATULATIONS  

AND 

THANK YOU 

Don, Peggy, Mark, Isabel      

and Debra 

for your dedication to            

helping make a                                                           

difference in the lives                

of children around                 

the world.       

 

Gregory Binder 





 



 

    

 

 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF THE HONOREES! 

THANKS FOR BRINGING 

SO MUCH JOY 

TO OUR PATIENTS AND  

THEIR FAMILIES. 

 

ROSEMARIE & CHUCK GELBER 

 



Congratulations Debby, for being honored                  

for your work with                                                        

Healing the Children! 

We are glad to be here with you today. 

You make us proud! 

 

Love, 

Rita & Jess 



 







 
 

 

Diane & Jay Calesnick and Joanne & Ken Wilkinson 

Congratulate the Honorees: 

Don Connell, CRNA & Peggy Connell, RN 

Debra Dunn, RN 

Mark Engel, MD & Isabel Kentengian, PhD 



 

JHANSI CHOWDARY 
NURSE OF THE YEAR AWARD 

The Jhansi Chowdary Nurse of the 

Year Award was established by Dr. 

Raj Chowdary in tribute to his wife 

Jhansi. The award recognizes a nurse 

annually who has consistently donat-

ed their time and  talents on  pediat-

ric  medical   missions around the 

world through Healing the Children 

New  Jersey’s Medical Teams 

Abroad  Program.   

The recipient will receive the award 

and a gift in the amount of five hun-

dred dollars in recognition of his/her   

service to HTCNJ. 

These nurses, who share HTCNJ’s vision of providing health and hope 

to children in developing countries, are among the finest.  Through the 

Jhansi Chowdary Nurse of the Year Award we honor their altruism,  

dedication, and skills while working alongside the doctors on medical 

missions.  

We recognize that in addition to the medical care they provide, they 

give comfort, support and encouragement to their small patients and 

families.  While their days are long and the work hard, they  demon-

strate an untiring willingness to serve wherever needed and help as 

many children as possible.    



DEBRA DUNN, RN, CNOR 

Recipient of the Jhansi Chowdary Nurse of the Year Award 

 

Debby went on her first trip with Healing the Children New Jersey 

in 2009 to La Romana, Dominican Republic.  Since then, she has         

volunteered on a total of 14 surgical mission trips to the Dominican 

Republic, Peru, and Ecuador providing life-changing medical care 

to children in various specialties including ENT, Urology, and       

Ophthalmology.  Debby is a valuable and dedicated operating room 

nurse. Detail oriented and thorough in her approach, she has also 

served as a Trip Administrator. An integral part of HTCNJ, Debby 

serves on the Board of Trustees as our Vice President and is the   

Director of Supplies and Equipment for our Medical Teams Abroad 

Program. 

Healing the Children New Jersey is beyond grateful for the time,     

passion, and service that Debby devotes to our mission and pro-

gram. 



The Sue Tiger Memorial Award 

is presented to an individual 

who has been an outstanding 

volunteer with Healing the Chil-

dren New Jersey’s Medical 

Teams Abroad Program. The 

recipient may be a doctor,     

administrator or volunteer 

working behind the scenes to 

support the medical  mission. 

The honor is  given to a human-

itarian who donates their time 

and talents to help impoverished 

children in developing coun-

tries .receive free surgical care. 

 

Sue Tiger dedicated her life to healing children.  She began her work 

with HTCNJ in 1984 when she and her husband Jim became host      

parents to children brought to the United States for donated, life-

changing medical care.  She was later appointed to the Board of      

Trustees.   

In 1988, Sue established and directed the Medical Teams Abroad      

Program.  Her leadership, compassion, and vision helped hundreds of 

children from developing countries receive donated medical care.  In 

1992, Governor Jim Florio acknowledged Sue’s exceptional dedica-

tion, presenting her with the Governor’s Volunteer Award.  Although 

Sue passed away in 1995, her love for children and legacy endures.  

        SUE TIGER MEMORIAL AWARD 



DON CONNELL, CRNA & PEGGY CONNELL, RN 

               Recipients of the Sue Tiger Memorial Award 

 

 

A dedicated team that work seamlessly together, Peggy and Don went 

on their first trip with Healing the Children New Jersey in 2006 to   

Azua, Dominican Republic.  Peggy is a valued Operating Room 

Nurse, and Don is a CRNA and valued member of our anesthesia 

team.  Don has volunteered on 17 medical mission trips and Peggy on 

16 to the Dominican Republic, Thailand, Vietnam, Ecuador, and Peru 

in various specialties including Orthopedic, ENT, Ophthalmology, 

and Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery. 

Peggy and Don were honored with the Jhansi Chowdary Nurse of the 

Year Award in 2015.  Having served on our Board of Trustees, Don 

continues to devote his time to HTCNJ as our Co-Director of Anes-

thesia for our Medical Teams Abroad Program. 

Healing the Children New Jersey is pleased to honor both Peggy and 

Don, as are their team members and colleagues who value their     

companionship and expertise on our mission trips. 



The Partnership in Caring Award is presented on occasion 

as directed by the Healing the Children New Jersey Board 

of Trustees. 

 

This award is designed to recognize an individual or      

organization whose collaboration with HTCNJ has been 

extraordinary and has enabled us to transform the lives of 

children in need. 

 

 

PARTNERSHIP IN CARING AWARD 



Recipients of the Partnership in Caring Award 

Isabel and Mark have dedicated their lives to improving the lives of others.  

Mark went on his first medical trip with Healing the Children New Jersey in 

1997 to the Dominican Republic.  Leading our Ophthalmology trips as a valued 

surgeon and Trip Chief, Mark has volunteered on 23 surgical mission trips with 

HTCNJ to the Dominican Republic, Honduras, Ecuador, Bolivia, and Peru.   
 

Isabel went on her first medical trip with Healing the Children New Jersey in 

1999 to the Dominican Republic.  Since then, she has volunteered on a total of 

16 medical missions to Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Thailand, Bolivia, and 

Peru in various specialties including Ophthalmology, Plastic and Reconstruc-

tive Surgery, and ENT.  With her exceptional organizational skills, dedication 

to helping children, and awareness of local cultures and customs, Isabel has 

been a devoted Trip Administrator and Assistant Trip Administrator on our 

trips. 
 

Mark was the recipient of the Sue Tiger Award in 2004 and Isabel was the re-

cipient of the Sue Tiger Award in 2008. 
 

Mark serves as a valued member of our Board of Trustees. 
 

Healing the Children New  Jersey would like to thank Isabel and Mark for their 

dedicated service. 

J. MARK ENGEL, MD  
&  

ISABEL KENTENGIAN, PhD 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Arequipa, Peru  - April 2024 

La Romana, Dominican Republic—September 2024 



MEDICAL TEAMS ABROAD PROGRAM 

 

HTCNJ envisions a world where every child has access to quality medical 

care and the opportunity for a brighter future.  Through our Medical Teams 

Abroad Program and our partnerships with clinics and hospitals in developing 

countries we provide free surgical care in five specialties: Plastic & Recon-

structive, ENT, Orthopedic, Urology, and Ophthalmology.  Since our first trip 

to Tamazunchale, Mexico in 1988, we have relied on teams of dedicated 

medical volunteers to help us provide these life-changing surgeries to young 

children that otherwise would not receive care. Teams of 20+ medical profes-

sionals, many meeting for the first time, travel to share their time and talents 

with underserved children. As we believe that all children deserve access to 

the highest quality medical care, our teams carry with them all the surgical 

instruments, supplies, and medications to support a week of surgeries. Donat-

ed medical supplies, grants, and sponsorships make each mission possible. In 

the months leading up to each trip, our dedicated volunteers ensure each trip 

is a success. Debra Dunn, works with the medical team to ensure supplies are 

gathered and packed. Don Connell and Joe D’Amico ensure our anesthesia 

supplies are coordinated and packed. 



Arequipa, Peru 
April 2024 

Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery Team 

Sanjay Lalla, MD, Trip Chief   
 

Randolph Wojcik, MD 

Ted Williams, Trip Administrator 

Ines Salcedo, Assistant Trip Administrator 
 

Pediatrician: 

Jeffrey Bienstock, MD 

Anesthesiologists: 

Stephen Zarrelli, MD 

Maria Quincy, MD 

CRNA’s: 

Don Connell 

Joseph D’Amico 

Donglei Yan 

OR Nurses: 

Maria Colon-Bloschock 

Peggy Connell 

Alexandra Dul 

PACU Nurses: 

Mike Carrozza 

Matthew Goetz 

Tammy Quintano 

Surgical Technologists: 

Mark Martin 

Shelley Quintano 

Central Sterile Processing: 

Guadalupe Parra 

Volunteers: 

Doel Salcedo 

Catherine Zarrelli 

 

38 cleft lip and palate      
surgeries 



La Romana, Dominican Republic 
September 2024 

ENT Team 
 

Mike Tavill, MD, Trip Chief 

Ron Gottlieb, MD 

Rosemarie Gelber, Trip Administrator 

Ellen Walsh,  Assistant Trip Administrator 

 

352 children screened 

86 ENT surgeries         

Pediatrician: 

Mike Ronan, MD 

Anesthesiologists: 

Scott Fisher, MD 

Lucas Terranova, MD 

CRNA’s: 

Eva Garcia 

Pat Puma 

Preop Nurse: 

Allison Gough 

OR Nurses: 

Eleanor Dunn 

Michele Dunn 

Arleen Mitchell 

PACU Nurses: 

Matthew Goetz 

Connie Kiselak 

Stephanie Wagner 

Surgical Technologists: 

Christine Alexander 

Sherridan Poffenroth 

Alison Wilson 

Central Sterile Porcessing: 

Sara Jipson 

Dena Springer 

Volunteers: 

Jack Dunn 

 



BRIGHTER FUTURES NJ                                      

DOMESTIC AID PROGRAM 

Creating brighter futures for chil-

dren in our local communities of-

ten begins by granting a simple 

wish.  Providing therapy toys, a 

piece of medical equipment, or the 

opportunity for a child to attend a 

camp or class adapted to their in-

dividual needs, can be life-

changing for a young child and 

their family.  With the support of 

our friends, donors, Foundation 

and Corporate partners, HTCNJ is 

able to help over 85 children each 

year born with complex medical 

diagnoses. 

Serving children and families in all 21 New Jersey counties, referrals to 

our program are made by school nurses, medical providers, social 

workers, County Offices of Special Child Health Services, and non– 

profit organizations.                       



INTERNATIONAL INBOUND PROGRAM 

 

Sergio, one special child from Guate-

mala, was the inspiration for our     

International Inbound Program.  In 

1981 Sergio was brought to the U.S. 

to receive medical treatment.         

Inspired by his difficult journey,    

Evelyn Dudziec, a resident of New 

Jersey, launched the New Jersey 

Chapter of Healing the Children and 

served as Executive Director for 26 

years. 

HTCNJ has brought hundreds of children to New Jersey to receive 

medical care.  As with our Medical Teams Abroad Program, local 

doctors donate their time, expertise, and services so that these chil-

dren can receive the highest quality of care.  Hospitals donate their 

services and local families are found to host these children in their 

homes.  Any child with a di-

agnosis that requires surgical 

treatment not available in his/

her own country may be eli-

gible for our International 

Inbound Program.  The ex-

traordinary relationship that 

the children form with their 

volunteer host families makes 

this program unique and re-

warding.  Since there is no 

shortage of children in need 

of medical care, HTCNJ is 

always seeking new volunteer 

host families. 



 

CONGRATULATIONS 

to each of you and 

a well-deserved honor for your tireless 

efforts on behalf of 

HEALING THE CHILDREN NEW JERSEY 

 

                                   Health & HOPE  

                           CELEBRATION 

 

Don Connell, CRNA & Peggy Connell, RN 

Debra Dunn, RN, CNOR 

Dr. Mark Engel & Isabel Kentengian, PhD 

 

 

The Eisenberg’s 

Lee and Nancy 

 



 

MEDICAL TEAMS ABROAD PROGRAM 

2025 TRIP SCHEDULE 
February 1-8, 2025 

Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic 

Host:  Fundaci ́ón Corazones Unidos 

Hospital: Clinica Corazones Unidos 

Specialty:  Orthopedic 

 

April 26—May 3, 2025 

Arequipa, Peru 

Host:  Asociación PAZ Holandesa 

Hospital: Clinica PAZ-Holandesa 

Specialty: Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery 









CONGRATULATIONS  

TO ALL  

THE HONOREES! 

  

Butzel, Karadimas & Associates, PA 
Certified Public Accounts * Management and Tax Consultants 

 

 

                                                                       

NICHOLAS KARADIMAS, CPA 
President 
 
EMAIL: nick@bkctcpa.com 
WEB:  www.bkctcpa.com 

252 Kinderkamack Road 

Oradell, New Jersey 07649-2197 

TEL: (201) 261-5577 

FAX:(201) 734-6121 

CELL: (201) 248-9354 

                                     

       BKCT Financial Group, LLC 
                        A Limited Liability Company 

 

 

                                                                    

NICHOLAS KARADIMAS, CPA 
Registered Representative 
Investment Advisor Representative 
 

252 Kinderkamack Road 

Oradell, New Jersey 07649-2197 

TEL: (201) 261-5577 

FAX:(201) 261-2613 

EMAIL: nick@bkctfinancial.com 



             CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS            

                      EVENING’S HONOREES! 

Bloomfield Campus: 

1293 Broad Street 

Bloomfield, NJ   07011 

Phone:  973-338-8300 

Clifton Campus: 

22 Varettoni Place 

Clifton, NJ   07011 

Phone:  973-772-2330 



 

 

Ron and Joan Engel 

celebrate the many years     

of care 

that Mark and Isabel have  

provided to children in    

Latin and 

South America with         

Healing the Children        

New Jersey. 



 

 

“Thanks to everyone at          

HTCNJ and  

especially the honorees                    

for all 

the hard work” 

 

Eleanor and Jack Dunn 







THANK YOU! 



112 5th Avenue 

Hawthorne, NJ   07506 

Ph:  973-949-5034     Fax:  973-949-5036 

www.htcnj.org 

Thank you to Bob and the team at Ridgewood Press 

for helping us with all our printing needs. 

A heartfelt thank you to Amanda Murray for                  

lending HTCNJ her talents as a                    

graphic artist . 


