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DID YOU KNOW? 

HTCNJ has helped 2,386        
Ecuadorean children since 2000. 

HTCNJ has helped 1,325        
Peruvian children since 2007. 

HTCNJ has helped 12,587      
Dominican children since 1992. 

The International Inbound      
Program is bringing Daniel back 

this summer for additional       
surgery. 

 

 

SUSAN IRENE FRIEDMAN ORTHOPEDIC TRIP:              

IMPROVING LIVES ONE CHILD AT A TIME 

Twenty-three volunteers traveled to Guayaquil, Ecuador on a pediatric orthopedic mission in 

January to provide free surgical care to children with congenital orthopedic abnormalities. Led by 

doctors John Katona and Ed Nieuwenhuis, the team screened nearly one hundred patients and 

operated on forty-seven children, many of whom had cerebral palsy and club feet.   

Peter Buffington, owner of Achil-

les Prosthetics and Orthotics, made 

casts for twenty-six surgical and 

non-surgical patients for braces. 

“The unique privilege to be able to 

help children born with deformities 

live a more normal and acceptable 

life is transforming,” said Dr. 

Katona. 

The trip is named in memory of 

Susan Irene Friedman, the beloved 

sister of Dr. Jeffrey Bienstock, 

Trustee and Medical Director, who 

passed on December 11, 2018. 

President’s Message 

HTCNJ is a volunteer-powered organization with loyal donors that support our mission. 

As stewards, we do not take our fiduciary responsibility lightly.  Nor do we take your trust 

in us for granted. We take pride in making sure that resources are used efficiently to fulfill 

our mission of bringing health and hope to underprivileged children and families. Our 

ability to help on the ground is made possible by your kindness and generosity.  

So, I thank you today, and I hope you stay with us for many tomorrows.  

Diane Calesnick, President, Board of Trustees  



 

LOCALCHILDREN  

YOU HAVE HELPED  

 

“Thank you for helping my daughter.  
She is fighting the odds and striving 

for greatness.   She has accomplished 
a lot with the love of many.  Blessings 

upon your foundation.” 

-  Mother 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

YOU CONTINUE TO GIVE THE GIFT OF CONFIDENCE 

PARTNERS IN CARING 

Healing the Children NJ and Berkeley College’s team of students, faculty, and alumna partici-

pated on a week-long medical mission at the Roberto Gilbert Children’s Hospital in Guayaquil, 

Ecuador in March.  Led by Dr. Richard Schlussel, the team completed thirty-four complicated, 

urologic surgeries, a couple of which lasted more than nine hours.  Other surgeons included: Dr. 

Steven Friedman, Dr. Ronnie Fine, and Dr. Jennifer Reifsnyder. 

Dr. Bruce Schnall led a team of twenty volunteers on a medical trip to Ecuador in February 

to provide corrective surgeries on children born with strabismus and ptosis.  The team screened 

more than three hundred children and performed surgeries on over one hundred patients at Leon 

Becerra Hospital in Guayaquil.  Healing the Children NJ also donated fifty-six eyeglasses to       

children. 

 

“Please accept my heartfelt thanks 
for your donations and for being    

so generous.” 

- Ishani Kokila  

“Our mission was a success!  I look forward to returning and fulfilling the promises we made to 

correct the vision of more children on our next ophthalmology trip to Leon Becerra,” said Dr. 

Schnall. 

“It was an honor to participate on a medical mission and give back to those in need.  Surgeons, 

anesthesiologists, pediatricians, nurses, surgical technologists, administrators, and students all 

focused on one goal—providing quality patient care,” said Joe Charleman, Chair, Surgical 

Technology and Surgical Processing Programs at Berkeley College and Co-Trip Administrator. 

“You are lifesavers!  We are         
extremely appreciative of what you 

enable us to do for these kids.” 

- Nancy Amato, MA, CSW                 

Izabela Marie is a seven-year-old  
diagnosed with autism and ADHD.  

HTCNJ provided financial         
assistance for an after-care          

program. 

Ishani is a sixteen-year-old diag-
nosed with cerebral palsy and     

autism.  HTCNJ purchased        
over-the-counter items. 

      To learn more about Healing the Children NJ, please visit our website at htcnj.org. 

 



 

 

SENTIMENTS FROM 
ABROAD 

 

“Leon Becerra Hospital is honored 

to work with Healing the Children 

to serve poor children in Ecuador.  

You are angels to the patients and 

their families.  Thank you from the 

bottom of my heart!” 
 

 - Marcelo Grijalva Pino,  Medical 

Doctor, Leon Becerra Hospital                

 

 

 
 

“Congratulations!  Thank you for 

all the love you show the children 

of Latin America.” 

- Guadalupe Badia, mother in      

La Romana, DR 

“Thank you for coming to Leon 
Becerra Hospital every year to 
treat children with deformities.  

You are not just changing the life 
of the patient, but that of the entire 

family.” 
 

- Juan Jose Sabando Cardenas, 
Assistant to Riccardo Koening, 

President, Leon Becerra Hospital 

 After a six month stay in New Jersey, Eulalia returned home to her family in Guatemala in 

March beaming with joy and confidence.  Six months earlier, at the tender age of thirteen, she  

arrived through the International Inbound Program, diagnosed with a frontal encephalocele.  

Eulalia underwent two corrective surgeries at St. Joseph’s Regional Medical Center: The first 

by Dr. Richard Anderson, pediatric neurosurgeon and the second by Dr. Silvio Podda, plastic 

surgeon.  During her stay, Eulalia was hosted by the Asmar family in Clifton who welcomed 

her with open arms and nurtured her back to health. 

 

YOUR SUPPORT TURNS WISHES INTO REALITIES 

TOGETHER WE ARE MAKING THE                                                
IMPOSSIBLE POSSIBLE 

On the 2019 Orthopedic Trip, Gian Franco, a three-year-old boy, and his mother came to 

the clinic at the Leon Becerra Hospital seeking help from American doctors for the second 

time in less than a year.  While Gian received corrective eye surgery for strabismus in 2018, he 

also needed a bilateral Achilles tenotomy.   “Strabismus surgery is not available to children in  

Ecuador until they are 

five or six.  Healing the 

Children took the case 

and straightened Gian’s 

twisted eyes, as well as 

donated glasses.  HTCNJ 

alleviates burdens and 

gives children and par-

ents hope,” said Dennis, 

Gian’s mother. As a way 

of showing her apprecia-

tion, Dennis volunteers 

as a translator at Leon 

Becerra during medical 

missions. 

“Having three children of our own, we knew that a parent would do anything for the well-being 

of their child, and knowing that Eulalia came from a less fortunate region, we wanted to make a 

difference in her life,” said Ramia Asmar, Host Mother. 

HTCNJ is hoping to bring three children with severe orthopedic deformities to NJ for surgery.  If 
you have any interest in becoming a Volunteer Host Family, please email us at denise@htcnj.org. 

BEFORE 

BEFORE AFTER 



YOU’RE AMAZING—THANK YOU! 
 

 Berkeley College for sponsoring the March Urology Trip to Guayaquil, Ecuador in the      
amount of $10,000. 

 

 Merck Employees Federal Credit Union for raising $10,000 in support of HTCNJ at the 
annual golf outing. 

 

 Macy’s in Paramus Park for raising $2,200 through the Community Round-up Program. 
 
 

 Rainbow Montessori Clifton and Bloomfield campuses for raising $3,000 at the Annual 
Hop-A-Thon. 

 

 Hawthorne Rotary Club for donating $1,000. 
 

 Lillian Wagner and the Young Women’s Organization of the Shewsbury Ward of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints for donating children’s hospital caps for the 
MTA Program. 

 

 Our Lady of Consolation Church for donating beanie babies for the children we serve in 
the MTA Program. 

 

 Our Lady of Consolation Churches Youth Group for donating hygiene kits for the MTA 
Program. 

 

 American Airlines and Mercy Medical Angels for providing free transportation to chil-
dren in the International Inbound Program. 

 

 Airline Ambassadors International for escorting children in our International Inbound 
Program. 

 

 The faithful volunteers at Cedar Crest and the Senior’s Group of Hawthorne Gospel 
Church for helping with bulk mailings. 

 

 Amanda Murray of Unleased Creative Studio for donating her graphic design skills. 
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A NIGHT OF CELEBRATION 

 
On Friday, March 29, nearly two hundred guests filled the ballroom at the Park Avenue 

Club in Florham Park to honor two long-time volunteers: Dr. Marc Safran, Sue Tiger Memorial 

Award and Maria Colon-Bloschock, Jhansi Chowdary Nurse of the Year Award.  Dr. Maureen 

Lloyd delivered a heart-warming reflection of her first medical trip in her Keynote Address.  

HTCNJ is grateful to all of the families, friends, and volunteers who came out to support the 

mission at our biggest fundraiser of the year. 


